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In the Gemora, we learn that there are no happier days than Yom Kippur and
Tu B'Av, yet, they are not called Zeman Simchaseinu, the time of our
rejoicing. Succot is known as Zeman Simchaseinu, the time of our rejoicing.
How can the Gemora say that Yom Kippur and Tu B'Av are the most joyous
holidays when Succot is known in the prayers as the time of our rejoicing?
What's more, why in the Torah is Succot referred to as Chag Ladoshem, as a
holiday for G-d, as G-d's holiday? No other holiday is referred to as G-d's
holiday. Pesach is not referred to as G-d's holiday. Shavuot is not referred to
as G-d's holiday. Neither are Rosh Hashonna or Yom Kippur. Why should

Succot be referred to as G-d's holiday?

Also, why do we read the Haphtorah that we read on the first day of Succot? It
is all about war, a terrible war that is going to come upon the land of Israel.
G-d is going to intervene by causing a great earthquake, and the enemies of
Israel are going to be destroyed by this earthquake. This does not seem to be

an appropriate Torah portion to read on a holiday of our great joy.

Perhaps we can understand the answers to these questions if we realize that

Succot is a holiday of G-d's protection. G-d has promised us that He will
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always protect us and take care of us. That's why this is G-d's holiday,
because G-d will and has throughout history displayed His great love for the
Jewish people by making sure that they endure. The Romans are gone. The
Babylonians are gone. The Grecks are gone, but we are still here. G-d will
always protect us. However, there is one caveat. We must be united if G-d is
going to give us His full protection. Otherwise, He will see to it that we

survive, but He will not give us His full protection.

That is one of the major meanings of the succah. The succah is inclusive. It
includes all Jews. All Jews can fulfill the mitzvah of succah together by just
being in the succah. We say always in our prayer, "Ufros Succas Shlomecha —
and you shall cast your succah of peace over all the people." Succot is a social
holiday. It brings us together, and if we are not together, and if we are not
showing respect to each other, then G-d removes part of His protection. That's
what happened during the siege of the Romans 2000 years ago. Jews were
fighting among themselves. There were the Sichurai, those who went with their
swords and assassinated those who did not agree with them. Jewish militias

were also clashing in Jerusalem. G-d said unless the Jewish people are united, I
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cannot give them My full protection.

That’s also the meaning of the lulav and esrog. We know that one of the
meanings of the esrog refers to Jews who have Torah and mitzvahs, and it looks
like a heart because, in addition to Torah and mitzvahs, you have to have
empathy. The lulav stands for those Jews who have Torah but few mitzvahs.
The lulav has a taste but no smell. An individual learns Torah and tastes it for
himself, but he does not spread around mitzvahs. The myrtle stands for those
people who have mitzvahs but little Torah. It is interesting to note that the
Gematria of hadas is 69, while the Gematria of lulav is 68, which seems to
imply that it is better to have a person who does mitzvahs and has little learning
than to have a person who has a lot of learning but few mitzvahs. The willow
stands for people who have neither learning nor mitzvahs. You are to hold

them all together and shake them together, again as a sign of Jewish unity.

The succah, the rabbis teach us, represents not just the physical succah that the
Jewish people built in the desert, but it also represents the clouds of glory that

protected the Jewish people. These clouds of glory protected everyone who
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wanted to stay within them, even the Danites, who were still idol worshippers,
and the mixed multitude. G-d rejoices on this holiday because H wants to

protect al the Jewish people, but He needs them to be united.

Today in Israel, Arafat and his group have shown their true colors. They want
to kill Jews. They learned the wrong lesson from Israel's pull back in Lebanon.
They think that if they can inflict heavy casualties on Israel, Israel will cave and
they will rule everything. They do not want Israel to exist. People should not
be surprised by this. They should not be surprised by what stand the Israeli
Arabs took. They are proud Arabs, and do not want Jews there either. The
Arabs cannot believe that the cowardly, dirty, slovenly Jews could have ever
beaten them. It must have been American soldiers or British soldiers. Their
self-image is at stake. Their manhood is at stake. Many Jews think they could
be bought off by a job or fancy house, but this is absurd. Most wars and most
fights within families or institutions have nothing to do with money. In fact, if
money were the sole determinant, there would be no divorces. Divorce usually

impoverishes both the husband and the wife, the wife more so.
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I am reminded of the story they tell about a man whose lawyer called and said,
"I have good news and bad news. What do you want to hear first?” The man
replied, "Tell me the good new first." The lawyer said, "Your wife found a
picture that is worth half a million dollars.” The man said, "Wonderful!
What's the bad news?" The lawyer replied, "It's a picture of you and your

secretary.”

I know a man who made five fortunes, and lost them because he got divorced.
I was often amazed why he bothered to get married. People fight because they
feel they have been betrayed or their self-image is at stake, or they feel they

have not been treated with sufficient respect, etc. Money is way down the list.

The holiday of Succot is truly our time of rejoicing because we are not afraid.
We know G-d will protect us. It is the holiday which banishes fear. Yom
Kippur and Tu B'Av have to do with individual events in a person's life which
causes happiness, like marriage. On Yom Kippur and Tu B'Av, marriages
were announced, and on Yom Kippur we know we have a fresh start. That's

why everything is white. It is a holiday of personal joy, but it is not a holiday
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which banishes fear. Succot is a holiday which banishes fear, and, therefore, it
is called Zeman Simchaseinu. The Talmud teaches us that three things enlarge
a person's spirit: a beautiful home; a beautiful wife; and beautiful furniture.
this really talks to self-esteem and the future, but notice it uses the expression
"enlarge a person's spirit.” It does not cause them to rejoice. When we take
the lulav and esrog and march around the synagogue, we know that G-d will

help us as long as we are unified.

Let us all hope and pray that in this time of crisis in Israel, that the Jewish
people there will be unified so that G-d will protect us, fully, and that we, by
living this united life, deserve to have the Mashiach come quickly in our day.

Amen.




